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The role of dietary polyunsaturated fatty acids (PUFAs) on the fatty acid composition of

juvenile red drum Sciaenops ocellatus was investigated. Individuals (n ¼ 435) were fed three

natural diets (Gulf menhaden Brevoortia patronus, brown shrimp Farfantapenaeus aztecus and

Atlantic brief squid Lolliguncula brevis) that had significantly different proximate composi-

tion, energy density and PUFA compositions for 40 days. Diets were characterized as

containing: high lipid, high protein, high energy and low PUFA (fish-based), low lipid, low

protein, low energy, moderate PUFA (shrimp-based), and low lipid, high protein, moderate

energy and high PUFA levels (squid-based), respectively. Specimens were collected at days 0,

5, 10, 20 and 40 to evaluate rate of dietary fatty acid composition in tissues. Two-source

mixing models were used to calculate dietary fatty acid accumulation in consumer tissues.

Results indicated that juvenile red drum incorporated an average of 35% dietary PUFAs after

5 days. Although relative biomass and dietary proximate composition had an effect upon the

dietary fatty acid contribution, red drum averaged 91% incorporation of the five most

prevalent PUFAs [18 : 2 (n � 6), 20 : 4 (n � 6), 20 : 5 (n � 3), 22 : 5 (n � 3) and 22 : 6 (n � 3)]

across all diets after 40 days. Growth varied as a function of diet and rates were higher for

individuals fed the squid diet than those fed shrimp or fish diets primarily due to increased levels

of protein and PUFAs [including 22 : 6 (n � 3); 25�8%] in the diet. Red drum fed squid exhibited

the greatest increase in average dietary fatty acid contribution by day 5, a trend that continued for

the duration of the experiment. Since PUFA composition in red drum was significantly influ-

enced by diet in as few as 5 days and almost completely incorporated into body tissues after

40 days, results from this study support the premise that fatty acids (especially PUFAs) are

promising dietary indicators and may be useful for future studies examining trophic relationships

of estuarine and marine fishes. # 2005 The Fisheries Society of the British Isles
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INTRODUCTION

Due to the central ecological role of fishes as consumers, an understanding of
trophic structure of aquatic ecosystems is often essential to ecological studies and
to fishery assessment and management. Identification of trophic pathways
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requires a detailed understanding of dietary histories and such information is
needed to determine relationships among individuals, populations and commu-
nities within the aquatic environment (Hanson & Chouinard, 2002; Jennings
et al., 2002). In the past, dietary histories have been reconstructed using techni-
ques involving direct observations or some measure of ingestion, including scat
or stomach contents analysis (Brule & Rodriguez Canche, 1993). Due to inherent
problems associated with conventional measures of diet (e.g. gut content ana-
lysis), however, considerable effort has been afforded to the development of
alternative approaches (e.g. fatty acids and stable isotopes) to identify trophic
links and determine food web structure within marine systems (Fry & Sherr,
1988; Iverson, 1993).
Fatty acids comprise major components of most lipid classes and are espe-

cially common in nearly all marine organisms. Most fatty acids >18 carbons in
length are transferred into a consumer’s tissues with little or no alteration from
diet (Iverson, 1993; Iverson et al., 1997). Polyunsaturated fatty acids (PUFAs),
fatty acids containing more than one double bond, are a prevalent substance in
marine organisms and are typically the most abundant and highly conserved
fatty acids in the marine environment (Watanabe, 1993; Sargent et al., 1995;
Gurr et al., 2002). In recent years, fatty acids have been increasingly used as
natural tracers of diet for a variety of marine organisms including invertebrates,
fishes, sea turtles and marine mammals (Ackman et al., 1972; Fraser et al., 1989;
Graeve et al., 1994; Iverson et al., 1997; Kirsch et al., 1998). Studies using fatty
acids as dietary indicators typically focus on PUFAs since they cannot be
synthesized de novo, are rarely modified by marine fishes, are essential for life
processes and are therefore the optimal choice in delineating feeding pathways
(Raclot et al., 1998; Hastings et al., 2001; Graeve et al., 2002; Gurr et al., 2002).
The inability to synthesize PUFAs in fishes is thought to be due to a relaxation
of constrains on biochemical pathways, specifically elongase and desaturase
enzymes (Hastings et al., 2001). Comparatively, most saturated and monounsa-
turated fatty acids can be produced endogenously. For example, conversion of
saturated fatty acids into monounsaturates has been shown in several marine
fishes, including red drum Sciaenops ocellatus (L.) (Lochmann & Gatlin, 1993a, b;
Ibeas et al., 1996; Hastings et al., 2001). The ability to modify monounsaturates
into PUFAs, or modify PUFAs into longer and further desaturated fatty acids,
however, has been lost or severely limited in marine fishes (Hastings et al., 2001).
Modification of fatty acid profiles in the tissues of cultured fish species have

been studied extensively (Mourente et al., 1993; Castell et al., 1994; Ibeas et al.,
1996; Sargent et al., 1997; Tucker et al., 1997), however, the purpose of such
studies often involve the alteration of tissue composition to increase the growth,
survival or marketability of cultured species. Although previous studies attempt-
ing to quantify PUFA transfer in marine consumers have suggested that diet
influences PUFAs in consumer tissues (Fraser et al., 1989; Kirsch et al., 1998),
they failed to examine the extent of dietary PUFA incorporation into consumer
tissues. Therefore, even though studies are increasingly using fatty acids as
biomarkers for investigating trophic interactions in marine ecosystems, basic
experiments quantifying dietary PUFA transfer in estuarine and marine fishes
have yet to be completed.
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In this study, the effect of dietary PUFAs upon the composition of consumer
tissue was determined for an estuarine-dependent fish, the juvenile red drum.
Because fatty acid composition of the experimental diets was unique and distinct
from the diet individuals were initially reared on, fatty acid composition and
deposition rates could be evaluated. Specific objectives of the present study were
to quantify the timing and extent of dietary fatty acid incorporation in tissues of
captive raised red drum fed diets of significantly different fatty acid and prox-
imate composition. The effects of varying dietary fatty acid and proximate
composition on growth, biomass and lipid levels in juvenile red drum were
also assessed.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

FISH REARING AND SAMPLING

Juvenile (30 day old) red drum were obtained from Sea Center Texas, a fish hatchery in
Freeport, Texas, U.S.A., that produces juvenile red drum for releasing into Texas bays
for stock enhancement as part of the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD)
stocking programme. Red drum were spawned in May 2000, and reared in 1233�5 m3

ponds, and fed a variety of locally available microfauna. Specimens were collected prior
to release and therefore all individuals met with health and condition criteria for TPWD
fingerlings. The experiment was preformed at the Texas A&M Mariculture Facility on
the campus of Texas A&M University at Galveston, U.S.A., where individuals were
acclimated for 24 h in a single 144 l tank. An initial sample of red drum (n ¼ 35) was
taken prior to starting the experiment to obtain baseline values for total length (LT),
mass, proximate composition and fatty acid composition. Test red drum (n ¼ 400) were
then randomly caught by dipnet and stocked (44–45 fish per tank) into nine circular,
144 l tanks, with flow-through, aerated, filtered sea water. Individuals were fed one of
three diets: Gulf menhaden Brevoortia patronus Goode, brown shrimp Farfantapenaeus
aztecus or Atlantic brief squid Lolliguncula brevis. All diet species were collected from
Galveston Bay, Texas, U.S.A., during the same 7 day period. Specimens were ground
frozen with hand-held Braun mixers, freeze-dried for 24 h, and then ground a second
time into fine particulate. Red drum were fed treatment diets at 5–7% of their body mass
per day for 40 days. Three replicate tanks were used for each diet, and all tanks were
maintained at 24� C for the duration of the experiment. Eight-red drum were randomly
sampled from each tank at 5, 10, 20 and 40 days and daily feeding rations were modified
according to mass gain. Individual fish were measured for LT (mm), blotted dry, weighed
(�0�001 g), placed in high-density polyethylene bags, and frozen at �30� C.
Temperature, salinity and dissolved oxygen levels were measured in all tanks on a daily
basis. A 12L : 12D photoperiod was utilized throughout the study. Salinity ranged
between 35 and 38 (mean � S.D., 36�19 � 0�44); temperature ranged between 23 and
26� C (mean � S.D., 24�21 � 0�46� C); dissolved oxygen ranged between 7�0 and 8�1 mg l
�1 (mean � S.D., 7�1 � 0�3 mg l�1). ANOVA identified no tank effects for salinity
(P ¼ 0�168), temperature (P ¼ 0�868) or dissolved oxygen (P ¼ 0�211).

PROXIMATE COMPOSITION

Proximate composition analysis (lipid, protein, ash and water) was conducted on the
three diets, while only lipid and water contents were assessed in red drum due to lack of
sample mass. Two replicate diet samples were taken for each analysis and averaged while
red drum were analysed individually. Samples were freeze-dried in a Labconoco lyophi-
lizer for 24 h to determine water content. Total lipid was then quantified through
petroleum ether extraction in a Soxhlet extractor for 24 h (Dobush et al., 1985).
Samples of lean dried material were then incinerated in a muffle furnace for 12 h at
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550� C to determine ash and ash-free dry lean mass (MAFDL). TheMAFDL was composed of
94% protein and is typically a good estimate of protein composition (Montevecchi et al.,
1984). Carbohydrate content was assumed to be negligible in red drum and not analysed in
the present study. Calculations of energy density (kJ g�1) and energy content (kJ individual�1)
from proximate composition were conducted using standardized published energy equivalents
(lipid ¼ 39�3 kJ g�1 and protein ¼ 17�8 kJ g�1; Schmidt-Nielsen, 1997).

GROWTH

Gross lipid content and the amount of individual fatty acids were expressed as a
function of relative biomass to asses the effects of changes in lipid and fatty acid
composition of tissues (MR), MR ¼ Mt M

�1
i , where Mt is the mass of an individual at

time t and Mi is the mass of an individual at the start of the feeding trial.

FATTY ACIDS

Lipid from individual red drum and the three experimental diets were extracted in
duplicate aliquots using techniques from Folch et al. (1957) as modified by Iverson et al.
(2001). Gross lipid content of individuals was expressed as an average of two replicates.
Fatty acid methyl esters (FAME) were prepared directly from 100 mg of pure extracted
lipid (filtered and dried over anhydrous sulphate), using Hilditch procedures (Iverson et al.,
1992). FAME analysis was run in duplicate using temperature-programmed gas chroma-
tography according to Iverson (1993) on a Perkin Elmer Autosystem II Capillary FID gas
chromatograph fitted with a 30 m � 0�25 mm internal diameter column coated with 50%
cyanopropyl polysilohexane (0�25 mm film thickness; J&W DB-23; Folsom, CA, U.S.A.)
and linked to a computerized integration system (Turbochrome 4 software, Perkin Elmer)
(Iverson et al., 1997). After injection at 153� C the oven temperature was increased to
174� C at a rate of 2�3� C min�1, then to 220� C at 2�5� C min�1, and finally held constant
for 3 min. Identification of fatty acids and isomers was determined from known standards
(Nu Check Prep., Elysian, MN, U.S.A.). Individual fatty acids were converted to mass per
cent of total fatty acids using conversion factors from Ackman (1972, 1991).

DATA ANALYSIS

ANOVA was used to determine tank effects for temperature, salinity and dissolved
oxygen. Multivariate analysis of variance (MANOVA), ANOVA and Tukey’s honestly
significant difference (HSD a ¼ 0�05) tests were used to investigate differences in PUFA
composition of the three experimental diets, and the PUFA composition in individuals
from replicate tanks. Principal components analysis (PCA) was used to explore the
multivariate relationship among diets and red drum collected at various times throughout
the experiment using multiple PUFAs as variables. Factors were extracted using a
correlation matrix with minimum eigenvalues of 1�0. Normality and homogeneity of
variances were verified using Kolmogorov–Smirnov and Bartlett tests, respectively. Fatty
acid data were arcsine-transformed before ANOVA were run to correct for their bino-
mial distribution (percentages) (Zar, 1998). Statistical tests were preformed with statis-
tical packages SPSS 8.0 (SPSS Inc. Chicago, IL, U.S.A.).

Two-source mixing models are commonly utilized to determine contribution from two
potential prey sources (prey a and prey b) to a predator (Vander Zanden & Rasmussen,
2001). In the present study mixing models were used to determine fatty acid contribution
(F; %) from two dietary sources (diet a and diet b) to a red drum (fish): Fdiet a ¼ 100
(Ffish � Fdiet b) (Fdiet a � Fdiet b)

�1 and Fdiet b ¼ 100 � Fdiet a, where diet a represents the
initial F values in (day 0) red drum, diet b represents the F values for each experi-
mental diet, and fish represents the F values in red drum at each stage of the
experiment.
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RESULTS

DIETS

Lipid, AFDLM, ash and energy density differed significantly among the three diets
(Table I; ANOVA, P < 0�001). Lipid composition was significantly higher in the
fish-based diet than either of the diets (P < 0�001). The MAFDL was significantly
lower in the shrimp-based diet than the fish-based diet (P < 0�001) or squid-
based diet (P ¼ 0�003), while levels of ash were significantly lower in the squid-
based diet than either of the other diets (P < 0�001). Energy densities of the
three diets were significantly different from each other (P < 0�001). Proximate
composition of the three diets can be summarized as containing on a relative
basis: high lipid, high protein and high energy (fish-based), low lipid, low protein
and low energy (shrimp-based), and low lipid, high protein and moderate energy
levels (squid-based).

GROWTH

Thirty day-old red drum (referred to as day 0 red drum or red drum at the
start of trial) ranged between 20 and 35 mm LT (mean � S.D., 28 � 3�5 mm) and
between 0�069 and 0�348 g in mass (mean � S.D., 0�183 � 0�065 g). Growth rate
varied significantly by date of collection and diet. Significant differences in LT

and mass were observed among the three diets by day 10, and this trend
continued through to day 40. Specifically, red drum fed the squid-based diet
were significantly larger and heavier than individuals fed the other two diets
throughout the remainder of the study (ANOVA, P < 0�001). Red drum fed the
squid-based diet doubled their relative biomass (MR ¼ 2) at a significantly
greater rate than individuals fed fish-based or shrimp-based diets (Fig. 1;
P < 0�001). Biomass of red drum fed the squid-based diet increased two-fold
within c. 8 days, whereas red drum fed fish-based or shrimp-based diets did not
double in biomass until 18 and 20 days, respectively. Red drum fed the squid-
based diet had significantly higher MR values than the other diets at days 10–40
(P < 0�001); no significant differences in MR were detected between red drum
fed fish-based and shrimp-based diets (P ¼ 0�210).

GROSS LIPID COMPOSITION

Gross lipid content in juvenile red drum reflected dietary composition,
decreasing in red drum fed shrimp-based and squid-based diets while increasing
in individuals fed a fish-based diet (Tables II, III and IV). Differences in lipid
content (%) between individuals collected on day 0 and day 40 and among day
40 red drum were significant for all three diets (ANOVA, P < 0�001). Red drum
fed the two low-lipid diets (shrimp-based and squid-based) exhibited dietary lipid
contributions of 78�3 and 97�3%, respectively, compared with only 27�1% in the
high-lipid (fish-based) diet. Low dietary contribution of lipid in individuals fed
the fish-based diet is probably due to the extreme differences in per cent lipid
composition between day 0 red drum and the fish-based diet as compared with
moderate differences between day 0 individuals and both shrimp-based and
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squid-based diets (Tables II, III and IV). Per cent lipid composition was
expressed as a function of MR for red drum fed each of the three diets. A
positive relationship was identified between lipid percentage and relative biomass
increase for individuals fed the fish-based diet [Fig. 2(a); slope ¼ 0�5829,
P < 0�001], while negative relationships were documented in red drum fed
both the shrimp-based [Fig. 2(b); slope ¼ �0�1878, P ¼ 0�025] and squid-
based [Fig. 2(c); slope ¼ �0�1886, P < 0�001] diets.

FATTY ACIDS

Sixty-seven individual fatty acids were identified during analysis. Analysis was
limited to PUFAs and further to two subsets based upon per cent amount. A group
of 18 PUFAs (referred to as ‘all PUFAs’) represented those with values >0�5%
(Tables II, III and IV) while a group of the five most abundant PUFAs (referred to
as ‘5 PUFAs’) was also utilized. Although not utilized for analysis, total per cent
saturated, monounsaturated and PUFAs were calculated and reported (Tables II, III
and IV). The five PUFAs 18 : 2 (n � 6) (linoleic), 20 : 4 (n � 6) (arachidonic, AA),
20 : 5 (n � 3) (eicosapentaenoic, EPA), 22 : 5 (n � 3) (docosapentaenoic) and
22 : 6 (n � 3) (docosa- hexaenoic acid, DHA) were used throughout most ana-
lyses due to their high abundance in red drum and diets (23�8–34�4% of the
PUFAs and 19�6–50�1% of the total fatty acids) and to reduce the number of
variables in analyses. Further reference to ‘PUFA compositions’ is based upon
these five abundant PUFAs.

Days

0 10 20 30 40 50

M
R

0

2

4

6

8

10

FIG. 1. Mean � S.D. relative biomass increase of red drum fed fish- (�), shrimp- (*) and squid-based (.)

diets over a 40 day period.
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No significant differences in individual PUFAs were detected among red drum
from replicate tanks (MANOVA) for each of the four dietary treatments: fish-
based (F10,130, P ¼ 0�516), shrimp-based (F12,124, P ¼ 0�355) and squid-based
(F12,120, P ¼ 0�589). Red drum collected before the change in diet were char-
acterized by low levels of 20 : 5 (n � 3) and 22 : 5 (n � 3), and 22 : 5 (n � 6)
(2�6% and 1�8%, respectively) and high levels of 18 : 2 (n � 6), 20 : 4 (n � 6),
and 22 : 6 (n � 3) (6�4%, 5�4%, and 10�5%, respectively). Individuals fed dif-
ferent diets acquired significantly different PUFA compositions throughout the
study (MANOVA, F10,382, P < 0�001). Univariate tests (ANOVA) indicated that
after the change, significant differences were identified in all individual PUFAs
among diets (P < 0�05). Subsequently, red drum fed the fish-based diet con-
tained significantly higher levels of 20 : 5 (n � 3) and 22 : 5 (n � 3), individuals
fed the shrimp-based diet contained significantly higher levels of 20 : 5 (n � 3),
22 : 5 (n � 3) and 22 : 6 (n � 3), while juveniles fed the squid-based diet con-
tained significantly higher levels of 20 : 5 (n � 3), 22 : 5(n-3) and 22 : 6 (n � 3).
Mixing models were used to calculate fatty acid contribution from each

experimental diet using the five PUFAs. Rates of dietary contribution of these
five PUFAs from each diet were significantly different (MANOVA, F12,366,
P < 0�001). Red drum fed the squid-based diet showed the largest increase in
average dietary fatty acid contribution by day 5 at 40�9%, while individuals fed
the shrimp-based and fish-based diets exhibited 36�3 and 26�6% respectively.
This trend continued at each stage of the experiment. At days 10, 20 and 40 red
drum fed the squid-based diet contained an average of 79�6, 91�4 and 96�4%
fatty acid dietary contribution, respectively [Fig. 3(a)]. During the same period,
individuals fed the shrimp-based diet averaged 59�5, 78�6 and 90�4% and those
fed fish-based diet averaged 42�7, 61�7 and 88�9%, respectively [Fig. 3(b), (c)].
Levels of PUFAs in individual red drum were closely related to levels found in

each respective diet by day 40 of the experiment. PCA was performed using all
PUFAs and the five prevalent PUFAs values for red drum collected at days 0, 5,
10, 20 and 40, along with each diet. Over 86�1% of the variation in composition
of the five prevalent PUFA could be explained by principal components 1 and 2
while only 64�4% could be explained using all PUFA. Scatterplots of compo-
nents 1 and 2 revealed a larger degree of similarity among individual red drum
and their respective diet using the five prevalent compared with all PUFA as the
experiment progressed [Fig. 4(a), (b)].

DISCUSSION

In the present study, the extent of dietary contribution in each individual
PUFA (5 PUFAs) sampled [18 : 2 (n � 6), 20 : 4 (n � 6), 20 : 5 (n � 3), 22 : 5
(n � 3), and 22 : 6 (n � 3)] in juvenile red drum was considerable, averaging of
27–41% after 5 days and >91% after 40 days, indicating that dietary PUFAs
were very suggestive of recent dietary changes. It appears red drum acquire most
n � 3 and n � 6 series PUFAs [e.g. 20 : 4 (n � 6), 20 : 5 (n � 3) and 22 : 6
(n � 3)] directly from diet since they cannot be synthesized de novo and are
necessary for proper development, which is consistent with previous research on
marine fishes (Watanabe, 1993; Evjemo et al., 1997; Copeman et al., 2002).
Similar findings have been reported in tissues of red drum, as PUFAs (especially
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n-3) are often directly proportional to those found in the diet (Lochmann &
Gatlin, 1993a; Brinkmeyer & Holt, 1998). Therefore, it appears that like other
marine fishes, red drum lack the D5 and D6 desaturases, both of which are
required to modify 18 : 2 (n � 6) into 20 : 4 (n � 6), and 18 : 3 (n � 3) into
20 : 5 (n � 3) and 22 : 6 (n � 6) (Lochmann & Gatlin, 1993a; Brinkmeyer &
Holt, 1998; Hastings, et al. 2001), demonstrating that these fatty acids may be
promising indicators of dietary history.
Although all PUFA levelswere linked to diet, individual PUFAswere incorporated

into red drum tissue at different rates. Specifically, conservation of 22 : 6 (n � 3) was
much greater throughout the experiment, averaging 84�2% dietary contribution,
compared with 18 : 2 (n � 6) (62�0%), 20 : 4 (n � 6) (58�4%), 20 : 5 (n � 3)
(57�1%) and 22 : 5 (n � 3) (65�3%). It is well known that long-chain PUFAs of the
n-3 series, particularly 22 : 6 (n � 3), are essential for marine fishes. Neural tissues
(brain and retina) in fishes and higher vertebrates contain disproportionately large
amounts of 22 : 6 (n � 3), and it may also play specific roles in neural membrane
structure and function (Bell & Dick, 1991; Evjemo et al., 1997). In addition,
22 : 6 (n � 3) has been shown to be an important factor in the growth, survival,
developmental behaviour and physiological tolerance in marine fishes (Evjemo
et al., 1997; Harel et al., 2001; Ishizaki et al., 2001; Copeman et al., 2002).
Therefore, large requirements of 22 : 6 (n � 3) in larval and juvenile marine
fishes could explain an increased proportional conservation of this PUFA
compared with other PUFAs in the tissues of juvenile red drum.
As expected, high levels of lipid in the diet of red drum in the present study

lead to increased deposition of body lipids. Further, lipid composition of red
drum tissues in the present study was reflective of levels present in each experi-
mental diet. Red drum fed the squid-based diet accumulated lipid approximately
equal to dietary leve1s, with a per cent dietary contribution of 97�3% by day 40
of the experiment. Although red drum fed the fish-based and shrimp-based diets
did not exhibit this level of contribution (27�0 and 78�2%, respectively), lipid
deposition still reflected changes in dietary composition. In previous studies of
red drum, an increase in fat deposition is typically shown in response to elevated
dietary lipids (Ellis & Reigh, 1991; Lochmann & Gatlin, 1993a; Craig & Gatlin,
1995; Craig et al., 1999; Davis et al., 1999). Similar effects have also been noted
in other marine fishes (Kennish et al., 1992; Nematipour et al., 1992; Fair et al.,
1993; Kirsch et al., 1998), indicating that red drum, like other marine fishes,
respond to increased dietary lipid levels by increasing deposition rates.
Dietary levels of PUFAs were positively correlated with growth of red drum in

the present study, indicating that the retrospective turnover rates of the five most
prevalent PUFAs was a function of relative biomass. Red drum fed the squid-
based diet doubled their biomass at a significantly greater rate than individuals
fed either the fish-based or shrimp-based diets. From days 10–40, red drum fed
the squid-based diet exhibited a biomass increase nearly two times that of
individuals fed the other two diets. Typically, an increase in dietary protein
and energy levels can have a positive effect upon growth rates and nutrient
retention. An increase in muscle and skeletal mass (protein and ash) is often
considered to be true growth while lipid deposition is primarily energy storage
(Tucker et al., 1997). Thus, a diet rich in protein and essential lipid components
(PUFAs) should lead to relatively constant growth, although the ratio of lipid

D I E T A R Y F A T T Y A C I D C OM P O S I T I O N S I N DRUM 1133

# 2005 The Fisheries Society of the British Isles, Journal of Fish Biology 2005, 67, 1119–1138



gain to protein gain would be affected by both endogenous and exogenous factors,
including diet. In the present study the squid-based diet contained significantly
more protein and PUFAs than either the fish-based or shrimp-based diet, and
since protein growth is directly related to protein consumed (McCarthy et al.,
1994; Mommsen, 1998), it is not surprising that red drum fed the squid-based diet
exhibited a proportionally higher growth rate than individuals raised on diets with
less protein. In addition, studies on red drum have demonstrated that dietary
PUFAs are linked to somatic growth (Craig et al., 1994; Lochman & Gatlin,
1993a, b; Brinkmeyer & Holt, 1995). Average levels of the five PUFAs in this
study were significantly greater in red drum fed the squid-based diet than indivi-
duals fed the other two diets between days 10 and 40, and turnover rates of
individual PUFAs were dependent upon rate of biomass increase and time. At a
relative biomass increase of two, red drum fed the shrimp-based diet exhibited the
greatest turnover in three of the five PUFAs. By the time red drum fed the shrimp-
based diet had reached a relative biomass increase of two, however, individuals fed
the squid-based diet had quadrupled biomass. Since dietary PUFA requirements
must be met for optimum growth to occur in marine fishes (Watanabe, 1982;
Greene & Selivonchick, 1987), observed growth rates of red drum may be a
function of both high protein and elevated levels of PUFAs.
Results of PCA show that tissues of juvenile red drum reflect the fatty acid

composition of their recent diet in a predictable manner and therefore could be
used to retrospectively determine recent dietary history in ‘wild’ estuarine and
marine fishes. Variations in PUFA compositions of the diets used in the present
study represent natural differences found in prey species throughout estuarine
ecosystems. Studies in feeding ecology have used such variability to identify
habitat utilization by larval and juvenile fishes using similar techniques
(Deegan, 1990; Herzka & Holt, 2000). For example, Herzka & Holt (2000)
were able to determine the timing of dietary shift at settlement as well as habitat
utilization of post-settlement red drum larvae by comparing changes in carbon
and nitrogen stable isotopes with age. Since red drum in the present study
reflected fatty acid composition of recent diets, newly settled ‘wild’ juveniles
should reflect the composition of prey in each specific habitat and movement
patterns of individuals could be characterized by tracking fatty acid prey ‘sig-
natures’ from different habitats. Further, high levels of PUFAs (especially n-3)
have been positively correlated with growth and reproductive success in marine
fauna, leading to an increase in fecundity, egg hatchability, along with growth
and survival in larvae and juveniles (Leonardos & Lucas, 2000; Wen et al., 2002).
Limited availability of n-3 PUFAs in estuarine and marine habitats have led to
significant reductions in fecundity and hatchability of individual species and
have enormous potential to limit production in estuarine and marine food
webs (Hazzard & Kleppel, 2003). Thus, fatty acids used to investigate patterns
of habitat use may yield further significant information relating to the potential
growth, survival and quality of habitat in settling individuals, and potentially
develop into a valuable tool for examining trophic relationships among estuarine
and marine communities and delineating nutritional production in aquatic food
webs. Precaution must be exercised, however, when using the technique since
additional work must be completed to fully understand the effects of ontogeny
on PUFA transfer and incorporation.
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The present results suggest that PUFAs are reflective of diet in red drum and
may be useful as dietary markers in field applications. The five most prevalent
PUFAs [18 : 2 (n � 6), 20 : 4 (n � 6), 20 : 5 (n � 3), 22 : 5 (n � 3) and 22 : 6
(n � 3)] were representative of diet and found in large concentrations within
tissues of red drum, and significant dietary contribution of fatty acids occurred
in as few as 5 days. Moreover, 89–96% of dietary fatty acids were incorporated
into the tissues of red drum by day 40 of the experiment. Proximate and fatty
acid composition of diet had significant effects on growth of red drum, and high
dietary levels of protein and PUFAs produced the highest growth rates. As
expected, high levels of lipid in the diet of red drum in the present study lead
to increased deposition of body lipids. Results of this study indicate that PUFAs
in the tissue of red drum can be used to track feeding history and may be useful
for retrospectively examining trophic relationships of estuarine and marine fishes
in aquatic systems.
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