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Texas A&M University at Galveston has begun the 2018/19 academic year with many points 
of pride! We are excited to begin a new academic year having worked through the growing 
pains of our new MAIN building which opened in summer 2017 and provides state-of -the art 
facilities for students, faculty and researchers alike.  More recently, we are proud to share 
the newly opened Aggie Special Events Center which serves to welcome guests through our 
beautiful entrance to campus and has already hosted a number of significant events to rave 
reviews. We are in the midst of an update to our Campus Master Plan to envision the loca-

tions of possible future buildings and sculpt our campus outdoor spaces to be more interesting and inviting. 
We are also actively searching for a new Director of Marketing and Communications to help broadcast our 
message throughout the state and region. We have not been successful in getting the US Congress to fund a 
new training ship for the Texas A&M Maritime Academy, but our message is being heard with thanks to an 
avalanche of letters from our supporters to our representatives, and we have language through the Con-
gress which mandates sharing of available training assets. As a result of this, we were able to sail our cadets 
together as one academy, one crew last summer on the USTS KENNEDY and we are deeply involved in plan-
ning for a similar arrangement for next summer. On the downside, our enrollment numbers have dipped a 
little from Fall 2017 and we expect a tough budget fight with the Texas Legislature next spring, but at the 
same time we have continued to improve our student success metrics (persistence and graduation) and our 
share of research grant funding has continued to grow in multiple areas. We have our challenges, but it is a 
great time to be on the Galveston Campus of Texas A&M University! 

We look forward to seeing you soon! 

 

 
COL Michael E. Fossum, USAFR (Ret.) 
Chief Operating Officer (TAMUG) 
Vice President (TAMU) 
 
PO Box 1675 | Bldg. 3034, Suite 403A| Galveston, TX 77553 
Ph: 409.740.4408 | Fax: 409.740.4407 | fossum@tamug.edu   
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

A MESSAGE FROM 

Creating and maintaining sustainable support for Texas A & M Galveston is difficult when our 
board meets only two or three times a year.  Committees working as small groups in be-
tween meetings is essential if we are to insure a meaningful contribution to the institution’s 
success.  I am most pleased and appreciative of the effort of our committee chairs and the 
work of each committee as we meet for our fall meeting of the full board.  Colonel Fossum 
has given his full support to our board and you have responded with renewed dedication 
and energy in supporting our mission and that of Texas A & M Galveston.  As you read 

through the reports in this briefing book and listen at the meeting to the efforts of each committee since we 
last met I am sure you will be impressed and inspired.  It is a privilege to serve with you as we strive to assist 
and support the students, faculty and staff of Texas A & M Galveston.  Thank you for your effort so far.  I 
look forward to the increased value we can provide and the structure we are building for the future boards 
to follow. 

 
Mr. Robert Fry 
Chairman, Board of Visitors 

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY  AT GALVESTON 

mailto:fossum@tamug.edu
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12:00 p.m. 
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2:30 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

4:00 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5:00 p.m. 

ARRIVE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY AT GALVESTON AS NOTED ON MAP 
Aggie Special Events Center (Bldg. 3034) 

 
Executive Committee Meeting, 1st floor Business Center 

Registration and Networking Luncheon, Room 201/202 

General Meeting 

Call to Order………………………………………………...COL Michael E. Fossum 
 
Welcome and Introductions 
      Maroon Delegates—President & Vice President 
      2018/2019 Yell Leaders 
SAMA  
      Kenneth Cunningham (President) and Emily Soltow (VP)   
 

Call for Approval of 01/18/18 Minutes  (Appendix A)…….….……...Robert Fry 

Remarks from the Chairman 

Committee Meetings,1st floor Business Center 

 

 

 

 

 

General Meeting Resumes, Room 201/202 

Call to Order……………………………………………………………….Mr. Bob Fry 

Presentations 

   Professor Chris Marshall, Associate Professor in Marine Biology 

   Brandon Rogers, Student Government Association President 

   Jack Clark, Corps Commander, Texas A&M Maritime Academy Corps of Cadets 

Committee Briefs 

   Academic Advisory  

   Development & Fund Raising  

   Industry Relations 

   Student Affairs 

   Executive Committee 

Briefing Document Q&A 

Old and New Business 

Closed Executive Session [All Board of Visitor Members] 

Closing Remarks 

   Bob Fry 

   Jonathan Whitworth 

   Michael E. Fossum 

Meeting Adjourns 

Harbor Tour (5:00pm) followed by a Reception @ the Waterfront Pavilion (5:45pm) 

 

Academic Advisory  
BOV Committee Chair: Patrick Gamble 
Campus Co-chair: Patrick Louchouarn 
  

Development and Fund-raising  
BOV Committee Chair: Victor Pierson 
Campus Co-chair: Rick Kline 
  

Industrial Relations  
BOV Committee Chair: Brandon Neff 
Campus Co-Chairs: Michael Rodriguez and  
Ken Bailey 

Student Affairs  
BOV Committee Chair: Jonathan Whitworth 
Campus Co-Chair: Todd Sutherland 
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Phase II Dedication  

Congratulatory Letter from Senator Ted Cruz  
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Phase II Dedication  
Certificate of Congressional Recognition  

The Honorable Pete Olson 
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Save the Date 
Upcoming Events 
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