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Academic Programs



MASTER SUBTITLE STYLE
DEGREE PROGRAMS

NEW: Marine and Coastal 
Management and Science (PhD)



New degree programs to start Fall 2022

Computer Science: 4 year program
Environmental Engineering : 4 year program

Partnership with Lonestar - Dr. Verma!
Partnership with Lamar State College Orange - Capt Roth



Enrollment data



Faculty Promotions
Liberal Studies

• Katherine Echols, Instructional Professor
• Amie Hufton, Instructional Professor

Jack K. Williams Library
• Amy Caton, Instructional Associate Professor

Maritime Business Administration
• Paula de Witte, Professor of the Practice

Maritime Transportation
• Augusta Roth, Professor of the Practice



New Administrative Appointments

Foundational Sciences
o Philip Brown, Assistant Division Chair

Liberal Studies
o Kathryn Falvo, Honors Chair

Marine Engineering Technology
o Paul Poiter, Assistant Department Head

Maritime Transportation
o Amy Luna, Assistant Department Head
o Ryan Vechan, Assistant Department Head



New Full Time Faculty
Liberal Studies

o Timothy Ballingall, Instructional Assistant Professor, English
o Rebecca Ottman, Instructional Assistant Professor, English

Marine & Coastal Environmental Science
o Christopher Smith, Visiting Assistant Professor, Geology & Oceanography

Maritime Transportation
o Wade Howell, Assistant Professor of the Practice
o Christopher Sparks, Assistant Professor of the Practice



New Full Time Faculty – Cluster Hire

Marine Engineering Technology
o Behnaz Papari, Assistant Professor, Electrical Power Distribution Systems
o Nima Fathi, Assistant Professor, Clean Energy Systems
o George King, Instructional Assistant Professor, Oil & Gas; Alternative Marine Fuel
o Andrew Moore, Assistant Professor of the Practice, Licensed Marine Engineer

Maritime Business Administration
o Mawuli Afenyo, Assistant Professor, Economics
o Robert Baker, Assistant Professor of the Practice, Ocean Transportation, Port 

Operations and Inland Waterways
o Livingstone Caesar, Assistant Professor, Business Analytics
o Amer Jazairy, Assistant Professor, Logistics



Faculty Awards Recognition

Dr. Peter Santschi; 2021 Distinguished Professor

Dr. Jhenny Galan; 2021 The Association of Former Students Distinguished College 
Level Teaching Award

Dr. Patrick Louchouarn; 2020 Regents Professor

Dr. Ashley Ross; 2021-22 Montague-Center for Teaching Excellence Scholar

Laura White, 2021 Vice President Meritorious Service Award for Outstanding 
Classroom Teaching

Dr. Antonietta Quigg, Regents Professor; 2021 William Paul Ricker Faculty Award



Academic Affairs Staff Promotions

• Denise Grant, Business Coordinator II, Maritime Business Administration
• Jessica Lee, Business Administrator I, Marine Biology
• Travis Richards, Postdoctoral Research Associate, Marine Biology
• Laura Stearns, Research Specialist I, Marine & Coastal Environmental Science
• Lisa Stewart, Director, Center for Academic Learning Support
• Katie St. Clair, Manager, Sea Life Facility



Academic Affairs Staff Accolades
• Rachel Ball, achieved her Master of Education (M.Ed.) in Higher Education 

Administration from Texas Tech University in August 2021.
• Rachel Ball, Academic Advisor III, named February 2021 honoree by the Office for 

Student Success who recognizes an exceptional academic advisor for their work 
with undergraduate students and the advising profession.

• Katie St. Clair, featured with the work she does supporting research at the Sea Life 
Facility in Chancellor Sharp’s “Around Texas” episode featuring that aired on PBS Feb 
11, 2021



New Academic Affairs Staff

• Stephanie Escobar, Academic Advisor I, Center for Academic Learning Support
• Lexis Fentanes, IT Generalist I, Information Technology
• Beau Greer, Computer Maintenance Technician II
• Tara Lulla, Administrative Associate, Student Enrollment Services
• Liz Musgrove, Program Aide, Research & Graduate Studies Office
• Glenda Nelson, Administrative Coordinator II, Foundational Sciences
• Tracy Proctor, Business Coordinator I, Maritime Business Administration
• Buzz Refugio, Assistant Director, Student Enrollment Services
• Celeste Rodriguez, Admissions Counselor I, Student Enrollment Services
• Tommy Thomasson, Technical Laboratory Coordinator, Maritime Transportation
• John Vandewater, Administrative Coordinator II, Student Enrollment Services
• Robert Varela, Admissions Counselor I, Student Enrollment Services
• Mary Ellen Vedas, Library Associate II, Jack K. Williams Library



-in partnership with the George 
and Cynthia Mitchell Foundation, 
21 undergraduate students 
contributed to research projects by 
providing husbandry care 

-the Marine Biology Department 
invested $75,000 to design and 
build new seawater systems to 
expand and enhance our abilities 
to study jellyfish, oysters, and 
plankton. 
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Research at a Glance



Research at a Glance

Gulf Center for Sea Turtle 
Research 

Sea Turtle Rehabilitation 
Hospital and Education 

Outreach Center

 $3 million confirmed and an 
addition $5 million pending in 
RESTORE funding to build out the 
turtle hospital

 Raising additional revenues to build 
it out and create a sustainable 
facility



Ike Dike Status and New 
Developments
Galveston Campus Board of Visitors  

14 October 2021 
Bill Merrell



BOV talk presents a challenge 

• Some Visitors have worked on the Ike Dike concept for 13 years
• Some probably hearing it described for the first time
• Will try to give an overview of the Ike Dike’s transition from ridiculed 

concept to in all probability the largest project in USACE history
• Then focus in on a few critical next steps



Coastal Spine Early Development 

• Ike Dike first proposed less than a month after Ike in
Late 2008

• Idea was to stop all the water at the shore and keep it
out of Galveston Bay

• Simple design – 17ft barrier at coast with gates across
inlets

• Provides protection from 100yr storm



IKE Dike Concept November 2008



Not Received well

• No newspaper would touch
• Local politics ridiculed it – especially in Harris County

• Organized strong opposition formed 
• Rice and Houston Endowment 
• Favored In-bay solutions
• Extremely well funded and well rehearsed



But as Vic Pierson is fond of saying – the 
Science is on our side
• 2009 Netherlands trip – led to powerful Dutch partnership
• Joint Ike Dike feasibility studies and much more – NSF PIRE
• Bay Area Houston Economic Partnership(BAHEP) – International

Maritime Advisory Committee(IMAC)
• Bay Area Coastal Protection Alliance(BACPA)
• Refocused Texas Center for Beaches and Shores to receive Ike Dike

funding – supported in part by BOV
• Institute for a Disaster Resilient Texas formed and off to fast start
• Kept Ike Dike concept going with presentations and editorials



IKE Dike Concept November 2008



2021 USACE Alternative A – Coastal Barrier/Non-
Structural System 



Remarkably, Ike Dike has evolved from highly 
ridiculed concept to the expected approval of 
largest Corps project ever built in the US



Time to take advantage of self-evident phase

• Technically – Serious Flaws in USACE Report
Inadequate effective height of coastal barrier
Failure to close San Luis Pass
Rainfall rates compromise secondary measures - Ring Levy and Bay
Costs questionable
Pilots concerned about 2 gate system 

Leads to inadequate protection causing death and destruction and 
would fail to reduce federal flood insurance rates



Time to take advantage -2 

USACE issued 2 draft reports 
Over 100-page critique sent to USACE and on Ike Dike website
Pretty much ignored by Corps in final report
Final report issued and sent up for Chief’s report to Congress
Chief will send saying its in the national interest
Will allow for federal authorization and appropriations
But still need changes in design
Need Organization that can deal with Corps 



Time to take advantage - 3

• Texas-formed Gulf Coast Protection District, a powerful organization 
capable of influencing the USACE.  The District is now responsible for 
raising 35% state construction match and solely responsible for ALL 
Operational and Maintenance costs over the life of the Ike Dike 

• The governor has made his 6 appointments to the Districts Board and 
the 5 member counties, Orange, Jefferson, Chambers, Harris and 
Galveston, have made appointments. 

• Had an organizational meetings, awaiting initial funding of $200M 
from Texas Legislature, most monies will come from District’s taxing 
authority  



Members Gulf Coast Protection District

• Three of the Governor’s appointments, Bob Mitchell, Bay Area Houston Economic
Partnership (BAHEP), Sally Bakko, City of Galveston, and Michel Bechtel, City of
Morgan’s Point, regularly meet monthly at BAHEP’s International Maritime
Advisory Committee meeting, chaired by Texas A&M, and are well versed in the
status of the USACE study and the Ike Dike concept.

• Bechtel elected president, Mitchell vice president, Bakko Asst Secretary.
• Nicole Sunstrum, long-term senior staff for Senator Larry Taylor, is the executive

director.



Bottom Line

• The District has the State leadership role and a significant challenge – designing and 
building the barrier with the USACE, then operating, maintaining and updating it for 
many years – probably over a century 
• Needs a lot of independently verified information to deal successfully with USACE 
and to develop its management policies and structure 
• Texas A&M and Dutch partners providing temporary help by providing some of the 
needed information using independent experts and funding sources



Bottom Bottom Line

• Been working on the Ike Dike for 13 years and this is the first time
that I believed that it is going to be built

• Personally at 78, an appropriate and fortuitus time to pass on to next
round of Texas A&M researchers



For More Information

• https://www.tamug.edu/ikedike/
• https://idrt.tamug.edu
• https://www.tamug.edu/ctbs/

https://www.tamug.edu/ikedike/
https://idrt.tamug.edu/
https://www.tamug.edu/ctbs/
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